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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SANA 00739 2305 1 6Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INEO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 AE-08 PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-I5 
10-13 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-00 SSM-03 ACDA-07 
/087 W 

230519 006844/14 

R 221200Z EEB 77 
PM AMEMBASSY SANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0484 
INEO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCAT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
COMIDEASTPOR 
CHUSMTM DHARHAN 

CONPIDENTIAL SANA 0739 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, YE 

SUBJ: RECENT BAB AL-MANDIB OVERPLIGHTS 
REF: COMIDEASTFOR 181726Z; SANA 0659, 618, 4346(76) 

1. COMIDESATFOR REFTEL, WHICH ADDRESSED ONLY TO SANA, 

REPORTS THAT "PRENCH G-2 IN DJIBOUTI CONFIRMED THAT PRENCH 
AIRCRAPT WERE THE PLANES INVOLVED IN NOVEMBER OVERPLIGHTS 
VICINITY BAB AL MANDEB." 

2. COMIDEASTPOR REPTEL MAKES US THINK THAT PERHAPS THERE WERE 
OVERFLIGHTS, AS YEMENIS REPORTED. IT ALSO TENDS TO CONPIRM 
HAMDI REMARK IN SANA 0659 THAT PLANES WERE PROBABLY PRENCH. 

IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER, AS YARG OPPICIALS INSIST, 

AMMUNITION WAS EXPENDED AGAINST YAR GROUND TARGETS, 

OR WHETHER THIS INCIDENT WAS DISCUSSED DURING PONMIN ASNAJ'S 
JUST ENDED OFPICIAL VISIT TO PARIS. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANA 00739 2305 16Z 


2. IP FRENCH ARE THE ONES INVOLVED, HOWEVER, THE 
NEWS HAS SOME SMALL POTENTIAL FOR DEFUSING 
SUSPICION AND FEAR IN SANA OP ETHIOPIAN REGIME, 

AND MAY PUT A DIPPERENT COLOR ON ANY SAUDI THINKING 
ABOUT MEETING AN "ISRAELI" AIR THREAT IN THE LOWER 
PART OF THE RED SEA. WE WILL IN MATTER OP COURSE 
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FOLLOW UP WITH ASNAG CONCERNING THE OVERELIGHTS AND 
WOULD APPRECIATE ANY CONEIRMATION EROM PARIS OR 
SAUDI ARABIA OP DIIBOUTI REPORT. 

SCOTES 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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